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                                   The Mission and Objection
                                                      by Fr. Millan Sajonas

Communication with God through prayer may help us develop an awareness of 
God’s presence. This may not be easy or clear to us at all times but prayer is a reality we 
can trust. Prayer is our dialogue with God. In time, this communication with God develops 
into an awareness of a mission and a responsibility. God entrusts a unique mission to each 
one of us. The mission may be clear or it may be a process, an unfolding mission which we 
may only gradually come to understand. 

God entrusts a mission to everyone, which is oriented to goodness and love. Its 
intended outcome is for the salvation of the soul through growth in holiness. God wants 
everyone to have a mission because He wants everyone to do good, to grow in grace, and 
reach eternal life in heaven. No matther what the mission can always be discerned, just as 
God has given missions to prophets and saints. The Old Testament is full of examples of 
how God commissioned the prophets to bring His message to people. Throughout the years, 
we have seen the lives of countless men and women who have given their lives for God’s 
mission, such as St. Francis Xavier, St. Teresa of Calcutta, St. John Paul II, and St. John of 
the Cross, to mention a few of these remarkable men and women. Our mission, like their 
mission, is directed for the good, for the truth, and for salvation.

Our reaction to the mission may be one of acceptance or rejection. Being entrusted 
with a mission from God is certaininly an honour and a responsibility. It may be 
overwhelming. Fear could seize a person, resulting in immobility. Questions are asked: 
What is the mission? How can we do it? Will the people respond? Do we have the talents 
and resources to accomplish it? The list could go on. The objections pierce through the heart 
and the mind of the person. An objection ranges from one’s acknowledged capacity, to the 
external factors in order to carry out the mission. It may happen too that our objections are 
just an attempt not to do anything, to run away from responsibility. However, God invites 
all of us to accept His mission, for it is holy and beneficial to everyone.

The mission from God is itself a grace. It is self-sufficient. Since the mission is a grace, we 
can trust that God will provide the necessary means for it to be accomplished. One has just 
to accept the mission and strive for its fulfillment. It is through our relationship with God, in 
prayer, that we can draw the strength and inspiration to faithfully do the task He has given 
us. (Continued in page 2)
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At the beginning of the new civil 
year, we celebrate the Solemnity of 
Mary, the Mother of God. She is 
presented as the model of discipleship 
and Christian living. She is our mother 
who constantly intercedes for us. Like 
Mary, let us treasure all the things that 
the Lord has done for us and put all our 
trust and confidence in the Lord.
Questions:
1. What is the literal meaning of 
“Theotokos”?
2. The Church teaches that Mary is the 
Mother of God. Can you give some 
scriptural basis for this dogma?

A Statue of Mary and 
the Child Jesus at 

Musée de Cluny, Paris

The name of Mary “ Maryam” is 
inscribed in one of the columns at the  
Museum in the Basilica of 
Annunciation. The 1st Church was built 
in 427. The Grotto of Mary and the 
column, where the name of Mary is 
inscribed, go back to the 1st Cent. or 
earlier.



(Continued from page 1) 
One is sustained in prayer and devotion to God. He reassures to those who have accepted 
His mission. There will be the signs that accompany the person that God had sent on His 
mission.

Getting to know…St. Joan of Arc
St. Joan of Arc was born to a poor family in 1412 at 

Domremy, during the war between England and France territories. 
At a young age, she received visions from St. Catherine, St. 
Michael, and St. Margaret to reclaim French territories and to help 
the Dauphin of France to be crowned in Reims. She led successful 
military campaigns that eventually freed the city of Orléans and 
made it possible for Charles VII to be crowned at the Cathedral of 
Reims in 1429.

In 1430, while on her way to help the French army against a 
joint English and Burgundian attack on Compiègne, Joan was 
captured and imprisoned by the Burgundians. After negotiations, 
Joan was handed to English custody and transferred to Rouen for 
trial in 1431. Joan was found guilty of heresy and condemned to 
death by burning on May 30 1431. Later in 1452, Pope Callixtus 
III authorized a retrial for the case of Joan of Arc. On July 7 1456, 
it was declared that Joan was innocent, and she was proclaimed a 
martyr. She is the patron saint of soldiers and of France.

St. Joan of Arc is the patron saint of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Domremy that bears her name. Let us pray that through 
the intercession of St. Joan of Arc, we may listen attentively to the 
message of God revealed in the Sacred Scripture and the 
Traditions of the Church. Le us pray that we will be faithful in 
making them known to others. Let us remember the words of this 
saintly woman, “I place trust in God, my Creator, in all things; I 
love Him with all my heart,” “It is God who commands it,” “I fear 
nothing for God is with me.” 

Questions for Reflection on the article “Mission and Objection”
1. What is the mission God is entrusting you to do?
2. Are you reluctant in accepting your mission from God? If so, why?
3. How are you going to do the mission God is giving to you?
4. Do you ask God’s help for your mission? What help are you asking from God?
5. Who are the saintly men or women you strive to imitate for your mission?

The Gospel of St. Matthew was written in or near Antioch in Syria, and was addressed to a 
majority Jewish Christian community. St. Matthew’s community might have been involved in 
polemic arguments with Pharisaic Judaism, from whom they had separated. Matthew’s style 
of Greek is written with Semitic influence. It is geographically focused in Galilee, especially 
in the mountains, and mostly in Jewish territories. In the Gospel, Jesus is perceived as the Son 
of David, the Son of Abraham, as the Great Lawgiver like Moses, as Emmanuel, and as the 
King of Jews. Jesus is seen as teaching the disciples and criticizing religious hypocrisy. Jesus’ 
teachings on discipleship focus on being righteous, forgiving, fulling God’s laws (especially 
on charity), and living according to the golden rule: “do unto others as you would have do 
unto to you.” The eschatological expectations of the Gospel of Matthew are the Goodnews 
must first be preached to everyone, and that false prophets will arise in a time where many 
will fall away. The basis for final judgement is our treatment of one another in this life: “What 
you do for the least people, you do to me”  (Matthew 25:31-46).
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