Questions for Reflection on the words of Pope Francis on Matthew 16:13-20
1. If Jesus would ask you “Who do you say that I am?” Who is Jesus for you?
2. How did Jesus mold you to participate in the construction of the Church?
3. What kind of stone are you in the Church?
4. What kind of stone are you prepared to be?
5. How are you answering this call for discipleship?
Trivia on the Sacraments
1. How many sacraments can a Roman Catholic priest administer?
2. What are the two sacraments of vocation?
3. In the Catholic Church, what are the sacraments that leave an indelible mark on one’s
soul?
4. Other than the Eastern Orthodox Church, what are the sacraments typically recognized
by the Catholic Church as valid if performed by another Christian denomination?
(The answers are on the next issue) (funtrivia.com)
About our diocese
1. How many parishes do we have in the Diocese of Prince Albert?
2. What was the name of the original Church that the Sacred Heart Cathedral replaced?
3. Who is the most venerated saint in the parishes and missions of the Diocese of Prince
Albert?
(The answers are on the next issue)
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Hello everyone! I am Fr. Bernabe Millan J. Sajonas, the new adult faith director of the
Diocese of Prince Albert. Call me Fr. Millan because it is too long to remember my full
name. I am originally from the Philippines and I came to Canada in 2003 as a semininarian
for the Diocese of Prince Albert. On December 8 2006, I was ordained to the diaconate. The
following year, I was ordained to the priesthood. Currently, I am the pastor of St. James in
Albertville, St. Mary at Christopher Lake, St James in Candle Lake and the St. Joseph
Mission at Elk Ridge. I am also the coordinator of marriage preparation program in Prince
Albert Area and one of the Filipino Chaplains in the Prince Albert area. Last month, Bishop
Albert asked me if I would accept to facilitate adult catechesis on the local, deanery and
diocesan levels. With the help of God, I accepted our bishop’s mandate. Through
collaboration with the different ministries and offices in our diocese, we hope to provide
faith formation to people that should influence internal and external dimensions of human
life as indicated in Adult Catechesis in the Christian Community. It states the goals of
adult catechesis, namely, faith life of the adult (personal goal to holiness of life), the adult’s
public role in society and ecclesial communities, the good of the Church and for the greater
glory of God.
One of the projects of the office of Adult Faith Education is to have a monthly
newsletter. It will contain items related to adult faith catechesis, resources for faith
formation, evangelization method suggestions, faith programs of the diocese, etc. Our
diocesan theme is “Intentional Discipleship.” Thus, there will be articles in the following
newsletters concerning the diocesan theme. In the first issue, Pope Francis’ reflection on
Matthew 16:13-20 is an appropriate choice to start developing the theme of discipleship.
The pope speaks about Jesus wanting to build His Church and each of us participate in the
construction of the Church. We have a place and a mission in the Church.
Let us find new and exciting ways to grow in our faith, ever true to the Sacred
Scripture, the Tradition and faithful to the Magisterium of the Church! Let us pray for one
another!

Pope Francis’ Reflection on Mt 16:13-20
“Jesus wants to continue to build His Church”
This gospel brings us a key passage in Jesus’ journey
with His disciples: the moment in which He wants to
check the stage their faith in Him has reached. First He
wants to know what the people think of Him; the
people think that Jesus is a prophet, something that is
true, but they do not grasp the essence of His person, they
do not grasp the essence of His mission. Then, He poses
to the disciples the question closest to His heart,
He asks them directly: “But who do you say that I
am?” (v.15). And with that “but”, Jesus decisively separates the disciples from the mass, as if to say:
but you, who are with me every day and know me intimately, what else have you understood?
The Master expects of His own a lofty answer, different to that of public opinion. And, indeed,
it is precisely that sort of answer that springs from the heart of Simon Peter: “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God” (v.16). Simon Peter finds on his lips words that are greater than him, words
that do not come from his natural capacities. Perhaps, he did not attend elementary school, yet is
capable of saying these words, stronger than him! But they are inspired by the heavenly Father (v.17),
which shows to the first of the Twelve the true identity of Jesus: He is the Messiah, the Son sent from
God to save humanity. And from this answer, Jesus understands that, thanks to the faith given by the
Father, there is a solid foundation on which to build His community, His Church. Therefore He says
to Simon, “You are Peter - that is, rock - and on this rock I will build my Church” (v.18).
Also with us, today, Jesus wants to continue to build His Church, this house with solid
foundations but where cracks are not missing so it continually needs to be repaired. Yes, the Church
always needs to be reformed, repaired. We certainly do not feel that we are rocks, but instead little
stones. However, no little stone is useless. In the hands of Jesus the smallest stone becomes precious.
He gathers it up, He looks at it with great tenderness, He empowers it with His Spirit, and He places it
where it will be most useful to the entire construction. Each one of us is a little stone, but in Jesus’
hands we participate in the construction of the Church. And all of us, though very small, become
“living stones”, because when Jesus takes His stone in hand, He makes it His, He makes it alive,and
full of the Holy Spirit and full of His love, and in this way we have a place and a mission in the
Church: it is a community of life, made up of many stones, all different, which form one edifice
characterised by fraternity and communion.
In addition, this Gospel reminds us that Jesus also wanted for His Church a visible centre of
communion in Peter - he too was not a great stone but taken by Jesus he became a centre of
communion, in Peter and in those who would succeed him in the same primatial responsibility, who
from the beginning were identified as the bishops of Rome, the city where Peter and Paul witnessed
with their lives.
Let us entrust ourselves to Mary, Queen of the Apostles, Mother of the Church. She was in the
cenacle, next to Peter, when the Spirit descended on the Apostles and inspired them to go forth, to
announce to all that Jesus is the Lord. Today may our Mother support us and accompany us with her
intercession, so that we fully realize the unity and the communion for which Christ and the Apostles
prayed and gave their lives. (The Pope’s Words at the Angelus prayer, 27.08.2017 press.vatican.va)

