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IN MINISTERIO DEI ET VERBI SUI

																							Matthew	20:1-16:	The	Parable	of	the	Laborers	in	the	Vineyard
																																																											By	Fr.	Bernabe	Millan	J.	Sajonas	

A	master	looks	for	workers	for	his	vineyard.	He	goes	out	at	different	times	of	
the	day	 to	hire	workers.	Finding	workers,	 the	master	offers	 just	wages	 to	 them	to	
labor	in	the	vineyard.	But	the	fairness	of	the	wage	becomes	a	problem,	when	those	
who	were	the	Birst	to	be	hired	complain.	This	is	because	these	Birst	workers	received	
the	same	wages	as	those	who	were	hired	last.	Yet,	the	agreed-upon	wage	was	a	day’s	
pay,	which	all	the	workers	received,	andwhich	all	of	them	needed.	From	the	point	of	
view	of	compensation,	this	was	unjust	since	they	had	worked	longer.	However,	the	
message	of	the	parable	is	the	master’s	generosity	to	all	his	workers,	from	the	Birst	to	
the	last.	They	all	received	a	day’s	wage;	all	of	them	labored	in	the	vineyard,	and	all	of	
them	received	the	payment	they	need	to	live.

In	 comparison	 with	 the	 parable,	 God’s	 goodness	 is	 abundant.	 His	 grace	 is	
itself	a	gift	and	no	accomplishment	can	merit	 it.	The	 faithful	 following	of	 the	Lord	
has	 the	 same	 reward	 for	 all,	 salvation.	 There	 is	 no	 reason	 to	 compare	 but	 to	
appreciate	each	gift	and	talent	given	to	God’s	workers.	Persevering	in	giving	witness	
to	the	Lord	should	constitute	one’s	preoccupation	and	goal.	We	should	be	engaged	
in	making	the	message	of	God	know	to	all	and	with	the	grace	of	God,	is	done	in	joyful	
service.	After	all	 is	 said	and	done,	we	 rely	on	God’s	mercy	and	goodness	 for	us	 to	
receive	eternal	life.	The	glory	of	the	Lord	needs	to	shine	unto	His	disciples	in	words	
and	 deeds	 so	 that	 people	 might	 see,	 discern,	 and	 change,	 making	 an	 active	 and	
willing	decision	to	love	God	and	neighbor.

Discontent	may	lead	to	enmity	and	jealousy.	In	contrast,	contentment	leads	to	
peace	and	happiness.	An	attitude	of	 gratefulness	gives	 serenity,	 and	 inner	 joy.	The	
aim	of	discipleship	is	faithful	service	in	the	vineyard	of	the	Lord.	We	need	all	the	help	
that	we	can	get	in	this	Bield	to	lead	the	people	to	God.	
Re=lection	Questions:

1. Is	the	Lord	calling	you	to	labor	in	his	vineyard?	How?
2. What	are	the	talents	and	abilities	that	you	can	contribute	for	the	works	of	the	

Lord?
3. Do	you	acknowledge	the	gifts	of	others	as	important	as	yours	in	the	service	of	

the	God?	How?
4.	 Do	 you	 work	 well	 with	 others?	 Do	 you	 clearly	 delegate	 tasks	 and	

responsibilities	in	a	project?
5. Are	you	content	with	your	blessings?	How	does	contentment	give	you	joy	and	

peace?



																																													Devotion	to	Commemoration	of	the	Dead

November	 is	 the	 month	 to	 remember	 our	 departed	 loved	 ones.	 Different	
cultures	 remember	 their	 dead	 in	 various	 ways.	 In	 most	 cases,	 there	 is	
commemoration	 of	 them	 in	 prayers	 and	 petitions	 asking	 God	 to	 look	 upon	 them	
with	compassion	and	to	grant	them	forgiveness	of	their	faults.	It	is	a	time	to	lovingly	
remember	their	lives	and	stories.	Prayers	are	offered	for	the	eternal	repose	of	their	
souls.	

Honoring	the	departed	loved	ones	reminds	us	of	the	communion	of	the	whole	
Church.	It	is	a	beautiful	reminder	of	the	reality	of	the	communion	of	the	living	with	
the	saints	in	heaven	and	the	souls	in	purgatory.	The	Church	on	earth,	together	with		
the	triumphant	Church	in	heaven,	prays	for	the	souls	in	purgatory.	Meanwhile,	the	
saints	and	the	souls	 in	purgatory	pray	 for	 the	 living.	We	pray	 for	one	another	and	
the	aim	is	to	help	one	another	to	attain	heaven.	It	is	the	mystery	of	the	communion	
of	the	whole	Church.

In	 praying	 for	 the	 dead,	 sometimes	 novenas	 are	 said	 for	 a	 period	 of	 time.	
Others	say	the	holy	rosary.	Masses	are	also	offered.	In	loving	memory,	we	celebrate	
their	 lives	while	praying	and	ask	 the	Lord	 to	 forgive	 their	sins	and	welcome	them	
into	the	Kingdom	of	heaven.	

Our	departed	loved	ones	are	gone	from	this	life	but	they	are	never	forgotten.	
There	 is	sadness	and	pain	because	of	 the	separation.	There	 is	 the	 thought	 that	we	
will	 no	 longer	 see	 our	 loved	 ones	 on	 earth.	 Yet,	 there	 is	 faith	 and	 hope	 that	 the	
separation	 is	 only	 temporary.	 Our	 Lord	 Jesus	 Christ	 through	 his	 death	 and	
resurrection	has	shown	us	life	beyond	death.	The	Lord	is	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	
life.	As	we	remember	our	departed	loved	ones,	there	is	the	belief	and	trust	that	our	
merciful	God	will	give	them	rest	and	forgiveness	for	their	sins.

An Image of the Holy Family & The Carpenter’s Workshop

Beneath the Church of St Joseph, there is a cave venerated since 
the 17th century, that is said to be the workshop of St. Joseph. In 
Matthew 13:55, Joseph is described as being an artisan. It is also 
believed to be the house of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
The Church of St. Joseph was built in 1914. It is located in Nazareth 
near the Basilica of the Annunciation, which contains the venerated 
grotto where the Archangel Gabriel appeared to Mary.

Read: Matthew 2:13-23

Reflection Questions:
1. Is there an annunciation to St. Joseph? Why do you think so?
2. How would you describe the participation of St. Joseph in God’s 
unfolding plan of salvation for humanity?
3. What are the qualities that you admire in St. Joseph?
4. Would you obey God’s command, even if you didn’t fully understand 
it? Why?
5. In what vocation is God call you to serve Him? Where has God called 
you? Like St. Joseph, how will you be a doer in God’s service?

Prayer for the Dead
Eternal rest grant

unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light 

shine upon them.
May the souls of all 

the faithful departed,
through the mercy of
God, rest in peace.

Amen.


